Western Gateway Recreation & Park District

MINUTES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Wednesday, May 21, 2025
Regular Meeting 6:30 pm
Buttermaker’s Cottage

1) Call to Order Chairman Lindsen called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

2) Roll Call — Brandon Lindsen, Chair, present; Sharon Lewis, Vice Chair; present Lance Eck, present; Chris Potter,
present; Paul Towne, present

3) Introduction of guests - Victor Simon, USA Pickleball ambassador; Art Deleon, president of Grass Valley Pickleball
Club, Lindy Beattie, Rotary president, Lori Hope, Rotary president-elect, Norma LaRosa, WGP Foundation president,
Kimberly Crispin, WGP Foundation Treasurer

4) Agenda Approval — Chairman Lindsen noted that 10b and 10c could follow 9a. Vice Chair Lewis moved, and Director
Potter seconded. Unanimously approved.

5) Public Comments — Lori Hope explained that she and Lindy Beattie were attending on behalf of the Penn Valley
Rotary to present checks: A donation to Western Gateway Park in the amount of $500 and a check to New Life
Nursery for $500 to purchase daffodil bulbs this fall.

Nancy Peirce announced she will be working with Dana Ettlin on a design to rejuvenate the cottage garden. The
state of the garden has long been a concern to her. Ms. Peirce stated she would fundraise to support the project.
She stated her goal is to make it a memorial garden that will be eventually financed by memorial donations, that
may include sponsored memorial flower baskets or a plaque. This would allow for memorials where a bench or tree
is cost prohibitive. There is an existing approved plan to plant a memorial tree where the cedar had once been, but
Ms. Peirce would like to leave the placement open, pending Mr. Ettlin’s design. She does not anticipate current
pathways will change. Once the design is ready, which she anticipated would be about two weeks, she will have
this agendized for board approval. Director Towne suggested Ms. Peirce work with the Foundation. Ms. Peirce
noted that she did not want this to be under the non-profit foundation, and Foundation president Norma La Rosa
added the foundation had not been clued into this project.

Foundation president Norma LaRosa shared that Foundation members had a very successful booth at the Penn
Valley Rodeo this past weekend, promoting the park. Kimberly Crispin put together an extraordinary flyer that was
passed out to people as they were leaving. People were very interested. They had a lot of conversations with
people despite the focus on the rodeo and having a good time. They received $70 in cash donations, about fifty
email addresses to add to their mailing list and people got a QR code. They posted a nice thank you to the
community on Facebook. They were pleased with the reaction. Director Eck noted that he had seen the post and
thought the Foundation represented well.

6) Correspondence — NID water conservation alert letter, specifying recommended water times. Vice Chair Lewis noted
that the defined times differ from last year and that NID’s website listed additional specifics.

7) Board Minutes — Minutes from April were reviewed. Direct Towne moved to approve, and Director Eck seconded.
Unanimously approved.

8) Financial Report — April Financial reports were reviewed. Chairman Lindsen noted that restricted funds have a
deadline and must be used. Director Towne moved to approve, and Vice Chair Lewis seconded. Unanimously approved.

9) Old Business
a. Pickleball Courts — Chairman Lindsen advised the parking lot striping had been completed. Art Deleon added that
handicap signs had been installed as well. Mr. Deleon provided a further update on the construction of pickleball
courts, stating that the courts have been scraped clean, grinded all the cracks filled with a recommended mixture.
Scheduled for June 9th two coats of sealer will be applied, which will fill any of the imperfections and further flatten out
the surface. Fencing will then be completed. The opening will be on June 21%t, 4:00 PM to sunset. This will be a
celebration and will include a food truck, ice cream truck and beer stand. Victor Simon stated this will be announced in
TWI and the Union, offering free lessons and help give the park exposure. They have sold all of the 4'x6’ banner
placements but still have some 2’x4’ banners available. These advertising placements help offset the funds the club
has used to build the courts. Chairman Lindsen mentioned that club members had also spent many hours working to
complete the courts. Potable water is still needed. Chairman Lindsen noted the park was working with Blake Pipeline
to locate the pipe leading to the courts but if this could not be identified there is a contingency plan where the water
goes under the creek to the ball fields.



10) b. WGP Foundation — Kimberly Crispin updated the board, stating that Louie Osterude had made a presentation for the
arch at their last meeting and that the board was currently looking to recruit more board members. Chairman Lindsen
asked Ms. LaRosa if she had any statement or comment about a recent email. Ms. LaRosa noted that she was resigning
from the board for personal reasons as of May 28™. She added that she would be interested in rejoining after the arch
project, was still interested in improving the pavilion and that she was still getting bids for the sculpture replacement.
Chairman Lindsen inquired if the board make up would be three or five members. Ms. LaRosa responded that currently the
board consisted of herself, Nancy Peirce, Kimberly Crispin and Ray Patton. Ms. Crispin added that Ray Patton’s
membership may not be ongoing and that Brenda Bailes was acting as a volunteer but not a board member. The bylaws
need to be updated.

c. Lori Hope, incoming Rotary president, recently proposed park projects and events to rotary members. Her goals include
family literacy, youth and healthy living. She noted that the bathrooms greatly needed improvement. She wrote a matching
$1500 grant to Rotary International, for a total of $3000 to improve the bathrooms. This will include pressure washing,
painting interior walls and stalls and exterior fascia, replacing sinks and faucets, which will be push type, replaced
fluorescent lights with motion LED, adding soap dispensers and fix gutters. They will ask high school wood working
classes to provide new signs. They are waiting for the official grant approval to start and hope to complete it by October.
On October 18" Rotary will be collaborating with the dog park — Friends of Western Gateway Park - hosting a Pups for
Polio event to benefit the dog park and global polio vaccination efforts. They have reserved Picnic Areas #1 and #2 for this
event, which will include a local photographer to take pictures of dogs, which can be selected and purchased on site Event
will include pet vendors such as boarders and trainers and non-profit shelters as well as community services, such as the
Sheriff and Fire departments. This event will help support polio efforts in war torn countries where children continue to
suffer due to lack of the polio vaccine, noting that recently nine children in war-torn countries became paralyzed by polio.
In the future, Rotary is also interested in having a fundraising pickleball tournament as an annual event. They are in talks
with Victor Simon and Art Deleon.

Continued 9)
b. Creek Crossing — Chairman Lindsen advised the bid period had opened May 20™ and would close on June 6. The
bids must be received by 11:00 AM Friday, June 6th. There will be a pre bid conference, May 28th at 4:00 PM, for
contractors that will be bidding on the project.
c. Prop 68 Playground Upgrade — Chairman Lindsen provided an update: The lower playground is 90% complete. Most
of the retrofit was completed two weeks ago. There's one part that didn't make it onto the order. One of the slides had
some damage so we need to replace that slide. We do not have a date set for the upper playground yet. We have been
told roughly three to five weeks after the lower playground. Chairman Lindsen has pursued a few different designers and
contractors to do a shade structure over there but has been hitting financial walls. He is hoping to have some money set
aside to be able to do some kind of shade structure. Several contractors he reached out to wanted a set of plans to work
off. As far as the structure, he is trying to match the upper area picnic pavilions.
d. Fiscal Audit — Fiscal audits for fiscal audits for 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25 will begin after July 1st.
e. Stage Pavilion -Our property loss claim for repairs needed to roof and gutters due to a January storm have been
approved and just need the chairman’s signature to complete the claim.

b. New Business
a. Park Entrance Arch Proposal — Tabled as Louie Osterude was not present.
b. WGP Foundation — see above
c. Penn Valley Rotary — see above

c. Advisory Groups - Presentations
d. Buildings and Grounds.

i) General Park Maintenance — Mower issues -Director Potter asked if Marty could mow the ballfields. Chairman
Lindsen responded that Marty is tapped out mowing the main park area. Director Potter stated there are a few
Little League board dads that have been mowing the ballfields, but they are starting to get bumnt out. Toro is
currently down pending delivery of the $700 replacement clutch.

Marty is mowing all lawns with our smaller Scag, which Is about half as wide, so mowing has been taking longer
than it normally does. The John Deere is working, but it's leaking hydraulic oil.

Tyler has asked if there's something we can do to deter people from climbing on top of the restroom roofs at the
stage pavilion. Chairman Lindsen noted that we should look into a barrier solution because skateboarders get up
on top and jump down, and there's a good gap there. He continued it would have to be steel, honestly and has to
be designed as a no climb type of barrier. Chairman Lindsen mentioned Howard Carte, who had been interested
in a park board position. .Director Potter advised that Howard works for a welding distribution and steel
distribution company, and he deals with welders and fabricators often. He added that he could reach out to
Burkhardt. He used to be part of the league and might be interested. Chairman Lindsen suggested a three quarter
mesh expanded metal, which is really hard to get your fingers into. Director Potter noted that would be similar to
what is being put over backflows and backflow preventers nowadays, so people can't reach in. It was added that
we still need to figure out a way to bolt the siderail fencing from underneath the stage so that it can’t be removed
except by staff or others specifically authorized. Director Potter will reach out to Alpine Fabrication in Grass Valley.
As they do a lot of expanded metal security structures for high schools, He will ask them to come take a look at it
and see what their thoughts are and generate some kind of proposal for us.

Another light fixture needs to be replaced outside of the stage restrooms.

We have the photocell for the parking lot light. Tim the Tree Man can replace this when he is working in the area.
A vault toilet seat broke, and Tyler replaced it with a ballfield vault toilet seat. A new seat will need to be
purchased.

The urinals are not flushing; Tyler will provide a link for part that needs to be ordered. Chairman Lindsen inquired if



a plumber was needed. If the groundskeepers are able to decipher and resolve the issue we will not need to call a
plumber. Director Lewis asked about the reserves on enzymes and lemon deodorizer. Tyler has reported that we
have used all of the lemon deodorizer.

The basketball hoop has not been replaced. A park user has taken it upon himself to maintain the basketball
courts. He took the hoop down and will be replacing it. His name and phone number are not on file.

Director Potter would like to resolve the leak in the ball fields. He has tried to find the NID treated water leak
without success and suspects it may be under the creek. With the construction coming, we should consider adding
a new water line to the ball fields. At this time, they do not have a working water faucet at the ball fields. Resolution
options were discussed. Director Potter added this is not urgent but by next year and/or when the RV park is going
in, this issue should get the needed attention and resolution.

i)
iiiy Farmers Market and CRV Program — The Farmers’ Market is going well, bringing in about $350/week.
e. Upcoming events and reservations report — An assortment of events, including a roller skating party, tournaments,
concerts and annual church picnics are coming up.
i) Upcoming Events Report — Update on events and reservations.

d. Director Comments

Lance Eck: Went to the to the Nancy Pierce dedication on Sunday. Thought it was very well done; hats off to all those
involved. Good food, including the hummus from the farmers’ market. He thought the event was nicely done, great speeches.
A lot of people stood up and said some great words about Nancy, and he learned a little bit more about the park. He has an
idea that is in its infancy stage, to toss it out there. A Great American camp out in the park. It can be taken any direction
desired. It can be in the big main field, charging per campsite. Vendors can be included. There could be movies in the park.
There could be volleyball, disc golf, or pickleball. People who don't normally camp could get a camping experience. It could be
a real community event. Just a one night event, such as Saturday from noon to noon the next day and include the farmers
market. Director Eck didn't think it's something the park can pull off this year, but thinks it's something that that we could
definitely partner with the foundation and create a fundraiser as well as build community. He noted there were lots of activities
that could be incorporated, such as s’'mores and glow in the dark games. Chairman Lindsen suggested flashlight walks.
Director Eck also noted that the park could partner with the American Cancer Society or local groups.

Chris Potter: Was unable to make the Nancy Peirce Pavilion celebration. Has dealt with Nancy for years with Little League
and loves her passion. He is very happy that the park was able to give recognition back to her.

Paul Towne: Noted that he felt old at the celebration because he directed one of Nancy’s now grown daughters in a
production of The Music Man. She now has a daughter.

Sharon Lewis: No comment.

Brandon Lindsen: The board needs to approve a 2025-26 budget at the next meeting. He would like to form a two person
committee to create the budget for board approval. Director Lewis agreed to be the second person for the budget committee.

e. Adjournment Director Towne motioned and Director Lewis seconded to adjourn. Unanimously approved. Meeting
adjourned at 8:06 PM.
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