
Western Gateway Recreation & Park District 

MINUTES 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
Regular Meeting 6:30 pm  

Buttermaker’s Cottage 

 
1) Meeting called to order at 6:31 PM  Pledge of Allegiance led by Dana Ettlin 

2) Roll Call – Brandon Lindsen, Chai, present; Sharon Lewis, Vice Chair, present; Lance Eck, present; Chris Potter, 

present; Paul Towne, present 

3) Introduction of guests Corrine Jones, Jesse Eaton, Eli Sabe, Dana Ettlin, Sharon Currie, Jet Low (late arrival) 

4) Agenda Approval – Director Towne motioned to move agenda item 10b to follow Public Comments. Seconded by 
Vice Chair Lewis.  Unanimously approved.  

5) Public Comments – Sharon Currie expressed concern over the RV project, noting smoldering fires and people 
driving in donuts being a risk to the neighborhood. Chairman Lindsen advised Ms. Currie she should call the 
Sheriff if she sees anything untoward happening. Ms. Currie responded that she had called the fire department. 
Chairman Lindsen noted that the additional positive traffic on that end of the park is reducing “bad element’ 
traffic. Ms. Currie mentioned her concern around BBQ grills at RV park. Chairman Lindsen responded that the 
area will have less dry grass and should therefore be safer from fire risk. Ms. Currie is worried about BBQs, 
music, and talking heard from the RV park affecting her quality of life. Chairman Lindsen noted that there would 
be a seasonal Camp Host at the RV park monitoring the area.  

10)b Parcel Fee Increase – Chairman Lindsen announced that a committee is being formed to address the parcel 
fee increase. Dana Ettlin is interested; he has spoken with Senior Softball players and would like a couple of 
board members to join the committee. Mr. Ettlin explained this was not new territory for him, but he was not 
planning to swim alone. The committee needs dedicated people, and it is imperative that the park receives the 
Lake Wildwood vote. Getting on the ballot will cost about $18,000, though he will talk to someone at the county to 
get a better estimate. We will also need money to promote the campaign. Dana may be able to solicit seed 
money; in question is whether the park would be able to pay it back if the campaign succeeds. He is looking for 
individual donations ranging from $2000 - $4000. Chairman Lindsen requested the District Secretary inquire with 
Dane Wadle regarding the legality of reimbursing seed money. Mr. Ettlin can meet almost any time with the park 
board and the foundation board. He emphasized the need for motivated, punctual and dedicated people to 
populate the committee. He added that we also need to decide on the increase amount. Chairman Lindsen has 
spoken with Supervisor Sue Hoek and the measure can include cost of living increases. Directors Eck and 
Towne both volunteered to join the committee. Progress will be included on future agendas. Chairman Lindsen 
suggested meeting the first Wednesday of the month. Director Towne noted the biggest challenge will be 
communication and suggested the park issue a press release as soon as committee is fully formed. Mr. Ettlin will 
communicate to the Penn Valley Area Chamber. Director Potter added that the Little League is slowly building 
their coffers and would be willing to help finance the campaign. 

Jet Low arrived; Director Potter motioned and Vice Chair Lewis seconded to move agenda item 9)e to immediately 
follow. 

9)e Jet Low announced she had completed the bike park improvement map. YBONC is holding second Sunday 
workdays in the bike park area and has cleared understory brush for the dual slalom. Discussions of the 
proposed map and improvements followed, with some suggested changes regarding setbacks. Chairman 
Lindsen noted the revised MOU also needs to be signed. He suggested a special phone meeting could be held to 
facilitate implementation of the improvements. Ms. Low would like to erect a dirt trail entrance sign to include 
thank you mentions to the bike park sponsors. Chairman Lindsen replied that this would need to be added as an 
agenda item for board approval. Further discussion followed regarding the size of the container and how much 
dirt would be required. Ms. Low suggested reservation fees for private parties and added that parents need to 
educate children, so they are aware of and cautious around seniors and dog walkers. Chairman Lindsen noted 
that no e-bikes can be on the BMX path and no motorized bikes are allowed in the park. Director Towne stated 
that e-bikes have  limit on motor size, adding that Lake Wildwood allows e-bikes but not motorcycles. Ms. Low 
asked about potable water. Chairman Lindsen responded that valves may need to be turned on but potable water 
was accessible to the bike path. The well water is not potable as it was not installed for that purpose. Director 
Potter confirmed that the park receives NID treated water which feeds any drinking water fountains. Ms. Low will 
contract Hansen Bros. Director Potter suggested using straw wattles in case of rain. 

 



6) Correspondence – None 
 

7) Board Minutes – Director Towne moved and Director Potter seconded to approve the November 19, 2025 minutes. 
Unanimously approved. 

 

8) Financial Report – December/Year to Date Financial reports were reviewed. Director Eck moved and Director Towne 
seconded the motion to accept the financial reports. Unanimously approved.  

9) Old Business 
a. Pollinator Garden – Corrine Parker was not able remain in the meeting due to illness but advised the Nevada 

County Beekeepers Association had chosen the Flag Garden as their footprint pollinator garden. A draft MOU was 
proposed to the board. Director Towne moved and Director Eck seconded to approve the location and the draft 
MOU. Unanimously approved.  

b. Pickleball Courts – No update on Pickleball courts. Ms. Currie stated that she is inundated by noise coming from the 
courts. Chairman Lindsen explained that the end goal was to move the pickleball courts to the center area of the 
park where the basketball courts are and Ms. Currie may be motivated to help make that happen. He added that 
the park would need help and funds to move the courts. Ms. Currie responded that she would be happy if the 
courts were anywhere except where they are now. 

c. Fiscal Audits –Fiscal Reviews and Audit for 22/23, 23/24 and 24/25 are complete. Bound copies are expected to 
arrive soon. The auditor had a recent health emergency that prevented him from submitting them sooner. 

d. Rural Recreation & Tourism Grant – Doug Fleming is working with the Senior Softball league to get their wish list for 
the ball fields and come with a field budget. We are still waiting on the state to approve the revised project scope.. 

e. YBONC – see above 
 

10) New Business 
a. Board Member Seat – Vice Chair Lewis nominated Brandon Lindsen for Board Chair. The nomination was 

accepted. Four ayes followed, confirming the seat. Chairman Lindsen nominated Sharon Lewis for Vice Chair. The 
nomination was accepted. Four ayes followed, confirming the seat. 

b. Parcel Fee Increase – see above 
c. Reservation Fees – The was presented with a comparison of local reservation rates. Director Potter asked if there 

was an hourly rate for the Peirce Stage Pavilion as this may allow more groups to use the stage, using Little 
League opening day as an example. While not on the rate sheet, an hourly rate is included in QuickBooks. 
Chairman Lindsen noted that the last major rate update was in March 2024, and he felt it was appropriate to leave 
them as is for now. Director Eck inquired about the breakdown of rates for Picnic Areas. The item, to review or 
raise reservation rates, was tabled. 

d. Form 700 – Board members were reminded to submit Form 700, Statement of Economic Interest by April 1st. The 
District Secretary added that Ethics Training needs to be completed every two years and some members may 
need to register for the free training offered by the county. 

e. Little League  - Director Potter advised there will be a Volunteer workday scheduled for February 21st and 22nd. 
They will be adding a True Value sponsorship sign on Field #3 as they have received recent donations for dug out 
lumber, etc. He noted that in previous years the policy was to face banners towards the highway in the off season 
and towards the field during the play season. The board concluded they had no issue on which way the banners 
face.  

f. Firewood Program – Chairman Lindsen announced a renewed Firewood Program to be organized by 
groundskeeper Jesse Eaton, selling bulk sales by the cord. The previous cord price was $250. Discussions 
followed regarding delivery fees and radius and how Mr. Eaton could be incentivized. Monetary compensation 
would be taxed. Customers would be urged to pick up the wood. The dump truck brakes need to be replaced. 
Director Towne suggested checking with our insurance as they may discourage delivery. After much discussion it 
was proposed that Mr. Eaton receive one cord for every two cords sold, cords would cost $400, delivery up to ten 
miles would be charged $50 and ten to twenty miles would be $100. Vice Chair Lewis moved and Director Eck 
seconded the motion. Unanimously approved. 

g. Emergency Action Plan – Board was presented with a proposed Emergency Action Plan. Director Towne moved 
and Vice Chair Lewis seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.  

h. 2026 Employee Handbook – Board was presented with the 2026 Handbook. Director Towne moved and Director 
Potter seconded to accept the 2026 Employee Handbook. Unanimously approved.  

i. Park Lighting – Board to discuss donation made for park lighting and new light for main parking lot 
j. Vehicle Safety and MVR Policy – Board was presented with a proposed policy. Chairman Lindsen noted that he 

did not need to be consulted regarding towing. Director Eck moved and Director Potter seconded the motion to 
accept the Vehicle Safety and MVR Policy. Unanimously approved. 

k. County Signature Authority Form – Director Potter moved and Director Eck seconded the motion to approve the 
authorized signature form for 2026. Unanimously approved. 

11) Advisory Groups - Presentations 
a. Buildings and Grounds. 

i. General Park Maintenance – Pump needs a new controller board which will be a significant expense but 
will be rolled into the grant funds. The park will need a 40 ft roll off dumpster to remove the trash and junk 
accumulated at the shop area. It will cost approximately $1200. Mr. Eaton suggested firewood cord sales 
could offset the expense. Vice Chair Lewis and Chairman Lindsen approved the dumpster. It should be 
placed as close as possible to the shop. Chairman Lindsen added that metal should be separated and 
recycled. Chairman Lindsen has met with Louie Osterude regarding move the camp host gate so driving 
across the grass is not necessary. Mr. Osterude is getting a quote from the fencing store.    

ii. Farmers Market and CRV Program – Three vendors have submitted applications so far. The market will 



start the first Sunday in May. Director Eck asked if Little League played  on Sunday. Director Potter 
responded that there is one group who will practice on Sundays. 
 

b. Upcoming events and reservations report 
i. Upcoming Events Report – The board was provided a list of upcoming 2026 events scheduled at the park, 

including a Wildfire Ready event and a chamber hosted The Great Outdoors event. Chairman Lindsen 
noted this latter event would be similar to this overnight camping idea; this would be an all day event. 
Director Eck asked about holding Food Truck Fridays. The county has confirmed the park can do this.  
Director Potter noted there would be a couple Little League movie nights this year, which could be 
coordinated with a Food Truck Friday. Vice Chair Lewis added that she had spoken to Cesar’s Quick 
Lunch and they would be interested in it. Director Eck suggested a monthly event vs a weekly event.  

c. WGP Foundation Update Louie Osterude has raised $6000 out of  the $8800 goal for the arch sign. They have an 
updated cost for the Bocce ball court repairs. The Foundation is planning to hold a flea market in May. 

 

12) Director Comments 

Director Towne is working on a car show October 10th and a American Legends History of Johnny Cash Through Song and 

Dance, which he would like to coordinate with the Rodeo, to be held on the Sunday of that weekend. 

Director Potter thanked the board for a good first year on the board of directors. 

Chairman Lindsen thanked the District Secretary for completing the many required projects, which Director Eck seconded. 

13) Adjournment  Director Towne moved to adjourn, and Director Eck seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 8:39 PM 
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